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Welcome to Roma and to the inaugural Bamba Gii Festival, as we continue  
to celebrate the Year of Outback Tourism.

As we are also celebrating the Year of Indigenous 
Tourism in 2020 and 2021, it is particularly 
pleasing to support the inaugural Bamba Gii 
Festival. 

This festival showcases the culture, sites, and 
experiences along the 1000-kilometre South 
West Queensland Indigenous Cultural Trail. There 
is bush tucker to enjoy, along with workshops, 
demonstrations, dance and music performances, 
and guided tours of the nearby riverside 
Adungadoo Pathway.

Queensland’s Outback is one of Australia’s most 
beautiful regions, and the Year of Outback Tourism 
continues to showcase its many experiences, 
opportunities to explore, and amazing flora and 
fauna. It is also a great opportunity to meet many 
wonderful Queenslanders along the way!

At this time, we are all mindful of the economic 
challenges of the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic. The Queensland Government continues 
to work with Queenslanders throughout the State 
so we can unite and recover for Queensland jobs. 

We have strengthened our support for the 
tourism industry because it is important to Roma, 
to Outback Queensland and to the Queensland 
economy. Tourism is a major industry for 
Queensland, and a strong contributor for Outback 
Queensland’s regional economy. That is why the 
Queensland Government is delighted to work with 
Surat Aboriginal Corporation. Together, we are 
supporting Queenslanders and creating jobs for 
Queenslanders. 

More than 50 events and experiences have been 
supported by the Queensland Government’s Year 
of Outback Tourism Events Program, and these 
emphasise the outstanding choice offered by 
Outback Queensland, for Queenslanders and for 
visitors to our great State. 

We hope you enjoy the Bamba Gii Festival and 
everything else Roma has to offer. 

Share your photos, post your stories, tell 
your friends, and make plans to head back to 
Queensland’s Outback.

MESSAGE FROM THE PREMIER OF QUEENSLAND AND  
MINISTER FOR TOURISM INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT AND 
INNOVATION AND MINISTER FOR SPORT

sac welcome 
On behalf of Surat Aboriginal Corporation, I’d like 
to welcome you to Bamba Gii Festival.

The Bamba Gii Festival is a one-day celebration 
of the South West Queensland Indigenous 
Trail (SWQIT). The trail comprises seven local 
indigenous communities each with their own rich 
cultural history, stories and people.

Today, we come together so you can share and 
experience this culture and we can continue the 
legacy of SWQIT founder, Angie Walsh.

Angie Walsh was a proud Kamilaroi woman who 
dedicated her life to preserving and celebrating  
her culture.

Angie’s dream was to see Aboriginal stories being 
taught in school and more research conducted into 
Aboriginal history. She wanted to empower her 
Aboriginal community and ensure that her culture 
was not lost, but celebrated and shared.

The Bamba Gii Festival (meaning Strong Hearts) 
is intended to both honour Angie and continue her 
work in the local community.

With that in mind, we welcome you to today’s 
event as we join together to celebrate our unique 
indigenous cultures – our art, our stories, our 
people.

JESS WALSH
Manager
Surat Aboriginal Corporation

ANNASTACIA PALASZCZUK MP
PREMIER OF QUEENSLAND

 

STIRLING HINCHLIFFE MP
MINISTER FOR TOURISM INDUSTRY DEVELOPMENT 
AND INNOVATION AND MINISTER FOR SPORT

with thanks to our supporters

Bamba Gii Festival is funded under the Year Of The Outback Tourism Events Program

The Bamba Gii Committee and Surat Aboriginal Corporation would like to acknowledge the traditional 
custodians of the land in which we work. We pay our respects to the Elders past, present and emerging. 
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2021 PROGRAM 
TIME WORKSHOPS

11.45am
WORKSHOP* 
Sara (Ochre Bee)

1.00pm
WORKSHOP* 
Cheryl Moggs -  
Basket Weaving

2.00pm
WORKSHOP* 
Susie Klein - Arts

3.00pm
WORKSHOP* 
Sara (Ochre Bee)

4.00pm
WORKSHOP*  
Cheryl Moggs -  
Basket Weaving

TIME SAND CIRCLE

11.00am
Official Smoking  
Ceremony - Lane Brookes

11.30am 
WORKSHOP 
Lane Brookes -  
Traditional Dance

1.45pm 
WORKSHOP 
Megan Brown -  
Earth Healing

3.15pm 
WORKSHOP 
Des Language

5.00pm 
WORKSHOP 
Megan Brown -  
Earth Healing

TIME SANTOS STAGE

10.45am Official Welcome to Country - Tallis Landers

11:15am Bamba Gii Festival Song School Performance

11.45am Drumbeat - Chloe & Matt

12.45pm Lane Brookes - Traditional Dance

2.30pm
SANTOS Stage Cooking Demonstrations  
Chris Jordan and Dale Champman 

4.00pm Nguluwa Dhiyaan and Mura Biri Gurudu Aboriginal Dancers

5.45pm Lloyd Saunders Band

7.15pm Busby Marou 

8.30pm Closing 

Are you looking forAre you looking for

Sporting ClubsSporting Clubs

EventsEvents

Volunteering Volunteering 
OpportunitiesOpportunities

Healthcare ProvidersHealthcare Providers

FundraisersFundraisers

Gallery ExhibitionsGallery Exhibitions

Visit My Community Visit My Community 
Directory & Diary! Directory & Diary! 

www.mycommunitydirectory.com.auwww.mycommunitydirectory.com.au

VisitVisit  www.romarevealed.com.auwww.romarevealed.com.au  for things to see and dofor things to see and do

Thinking about visiting the Maranoa?Thinking about visiting the Maranoa?
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TRADITIONAL ACTIVITY AREA These activities will run all day

Traditional Games SWIN (South West Indigenous Network)

Jumping Castle Face Painting

Meet Sara Moore 
at our Ochre 

Wall for an artist 
chat at 1pm  

and 4pm.

Entertainers and program current as at date of print. May be subject to change.

*Limited capacity for this workshop. Pre-bookings online encouraged.
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Busby Marou are one of Australia’s most 
well known and loved live bands, best 
known for their distinctly Australian 
storytelling and unique sound. Busby 
Marou’s success includes millions of 
global streams, top 20 airplay and three 
ARIA charting albums. 

Busby Marou’s self-titled album is 
certified ARIA Gold, while their follow 
up album Farewell Fitzroy debuted at 
#5 on the ARIA albums chart and their 
most recent album, Postcards From 
The Shell House, is Busby Marou’s first 
ARIA #1 album. Busby Marou are proud 
of where they came from but more 
importantly, are proud of who they’ve 
become – the modern face of Australia. 

Program Highlights

LLOYD SAUNDERS

Lloyd is a talented singer and 
multi-instrumentalist who puts on 
one heck of a show incorporating 
didgeridoo, harmonicas, acoustic 
guitar/ electric guitar, ukulele and 
foot drums. See him live on stage 
prior to Busby Marou!

BUSBY MAROU

HEADLINE 
ACT

DES CRUMP
Desmond Crump, is an aboriginal languages 
specialist from South-West Queensland with family 
and cultural connections to the Gamilaroi Nation.

Join Des as he delivers a workshop involving the 
different languages of the Mandandanji, Gunggari, 
Kamilaroi, Bidjara, Kunja, Kooma, Mardigan, Kullilli 
and Budjiti peoples. 

For indigenous people, ochre is a precious resource – 
connecting people to their land and culture. Ochres are 
primarily natural pigments and minerals that are found in 
the soil that are used to tell the past, present and future 
through ceremony, art and on the skin.

We are so excited to welcome Sara Moore from Oche Bee 
to this year’s Festival. Sara will be creating an immersive 
ochre experience. Festival attendees can learn about sacred 
ochres and use them to contribute to the Festival’s mural 
wall as it progresses throughout the day.

You can also attend an ochre workshop with Sara to learn 
more about the resource or purchase your very own ochre 
to take home through our onsite indigenous markets!

SARA MOORE | OCHRE BEE

CHRIS JORDAN AND DALE CHAPMAN

Chris Jordan is a Koori man born in Maclean, New 
South Wales on traditional Bunjalung land. Using 
native ingredients and ancient knowledge of 
customs and techniques, Chris creates food that 
just doesn’t just taste good but also acknowledges, 
educates and celebrates the unique culture and 
natural resources Australia has to offer.

Chris will be cooking live on stage with Aunty 
Dale Chapman, an indigenous woman born in 
Dirranbandi and award-winning chef, cookbook 
author and tv personality.
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CHERYL MOGGS

Cheryl Moggs, is a proud Bigambul woman from 
Goondiwindi, Queensland.

Cheryl’s creations make reference to the importance 
of preserving, protecting and educating others 
about her traditional country, heritage, culture and 
story. Learn from Cheryl how plants and other 
natural materials can be made to create traditional 
Aboriginal containers that would originally have 
been used for carrying babies, water, bush tucker 
and to make bread. 

MEGAN BROWN

Megan Brown is a proud Gungurri and Mithika 
woman from South West Queensland. Through 
her business Soaring Souls, Megan offers a 
range of spiritual and wellness services. Join 
Megan at Bamba Gii for an Earth Healing 
session where she will guide you to explore the 
energetic and natural connection that we have 
with mother earth and spirit. 

NUGULLA ART EXHIBITION

The Nugulla (Mandandanji for “to see”) Art 
Exhibition honours and celebrates the life and 
work of Mr Laurie Nielsen, one of Queensland’s 
most celebrated artists. The exhibition will 
explore and showcase the indigenous art, 
history and culture of the Maranoa and South 
West Region, with selected artworks also 
available for purchase. 

LANE BROOKES

See Lane Brookes, artist, dancer and teacher 
perform live on stage or join him for a one-
hour workshop. Learn dance from a local 
Mandandanji dancer, gain insight to storytelling 
through dance and discover the history of 
why dance is so important to Indigenous and 
Mandandanji people. You will learn moves and 
will create a story from those movements from 
the elements of the land. All ages are welcome 
to participate.

SUSIE KLEIN

Susie Klein is a Jaularoi woman born in 
Mandandanji traditional lands with a passion 
for storytelling through art. Working with 

a wide range of mediums, Suzie believes 
creativity engages communities and thrives 
on the impact art can have on others. Join 
Susie for an art workshop at this year’s 
Bamba Gii Festival.
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We're proud to support the 
Bamba Gii Festival and the South West Queensland 
Indigenous Cultural Trail that immerses our people 
and culture in their stories and experience across 
Queensland's many communities. 

ergon.com.au Part of Energy Queensland 



OUR PEOPLE. OUR STORIES. OUR CULTURE.

The Mandandanji people are the ‘fishing net 
tribe’ and the Traditional Owners of a vast tract of 
country east and west of the Carnarvon Highway, 
which takes in the Maranoa and Balonne Rivers 
north of St. George.

The waterway that runs through Roma is Bungil 
Creek which has been an important source of food, 
water and recreation for Aboriginal people for 
thousands of years. There are hundreds of sites 
with stone tools and other significant remains 
throughout Mandandanji country, including one 
site dated as 8,000 years old.

The Gamilaraay, also rendered Kamilaroi, 
Kamillaroi and other variations, are an Aboriginal 
Australian people whose lands extend from New 

The Bamba Gii Festival and South West Queensland Indigenous Cultural 
Trail celebrates Mandandanji, Gunggari, Kamilaroi, Bidjara, Kunja, Kooma, 
Mardigan, Kullilli and Budjiti peoples.

The Gunggari People are proud Traditional 
Owners for an area spanning approx 37,100 
square kilometres in Queensland’s Maranoa region. 

The Gunggari people have a deep affinity and 
knowledge of our lands which encompass many 
significant sites, such as camp sites, burial sites, 
battle sites, waterholes and wells, artefact sites 
and other historically important places. Many 
served as meeting places of Aboriginal people 
and were used for initiation ceremonies and 
corroboree. The heartland of Gunggari country 
centres on the Mitchell township, but Elders say 
it is ‘the flow of water’ which defines territorial 
boundaries.

Historically, our families lived along the Maranoa 
River in camps known as Yumbas, which served 
as spiritual homes, as well as places to fish, gather 
water and socialise. Today, we maintain a deep 
connection with the Yumbas, and we recognise 
Mitchell as the residential and emotional heartland 
of our people.

There are five traditional groups located in and 
around Cunnamulla, Kooma (Coo-ma), Kunja  
(Kun-ya), Kullilli (Cul-lil-lee) Barcoo River South, 
Budjiti (Budge-it-ee) Mid Warrego River and 
Mardigan (Barcoo River North). Cunnamulla is  
part of the Paroo Shire and is located on the 
Warrego River.

The word ‘Cunnamulla’ means ‘long stretch of 
water’ or ‘big waterhole’ in the language of the 
Kunja people who originally occupied this region 
prior to first contact with Europeans.

Cunnamulla is a small town surrounded by a 
distinctive landscape of deep red soil and flat  
clay-pans that become lakes in the wet season, 
and great white sand dunes that drift and merge 
into the edges of town. The people of Cunnamulla 
are strongly connected to this place, both 
Aboriginal and non-Aboriginal residents talk  
about its special qualities; a place that will always 
be home.
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Highlights to see on the South West Queensland Indigenous Cultural Trail:

• The Cunnamulla Sand Hills

• The Warrego River

• Willie Widgell, King of Tinnenburra Old 
Cunnamulla Cemetery 

• Hollywood

• Sandy Camp

• Judds Lagoon and native wells at Yuleba

• Walkabout Park approaching Roma

• Bungeworgorai Creek

• China Town and the Adungadoo Pathway 
and Yarning Circle

• The Mandandanji Interpretation Centre

To find 
out more  

about the trail
visit 

www.swqict.com

South Wales to southern Queensland. They 
form one of the four largest Indigenous nations 
in Australia. St George has a large Aboriginal 
community who identify mostly as Kamilaroi 
people and have a large number of aboriginal 
artists. Of recent years, local Aboriginal artists 
have contributed to artworks around the township 
including paintings on the Goondir Health building 
in Victoria Street and the Kamilaroi Centre on St 
Georges Terrace.

The long history of the Kamilaroi people in the St 
George area includes many memories that people 
have of happy times on the Balonne River. For 
Aboriginal people the River “is our life, it’s our 
blood, our lifeline. It was our playground.”
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Staying COVID Safe At bamba gii

Wash your hands 
regularly

Maintain social 
distancing

Download and use the 
Check In QLD App

All you need to do is:

 visit www.covid19.qld.gov.au/check-in-qld for  
 links to download the app from Google Play  
 or Apple App stores

 

 enter your details once when you first  
 open the app

 open the app when you next visit us

 select ‘Check in Now’ and scan or enter  
 our code

We’re using the new 
Check In  
Qld app  
to help keep you 
COVID safe the next 
time you visit. 

Culture - Health - Wellbeing
Find out more at sacorporation.org

#stayconnected #staydeadly #staysafe
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We’re proud to be part of the same communities that help fuel Australia. 
Through our natural gas operations, we’re partnering with local businesses, buying local 
products, and using local services. And by supporting regional communities, caring for 
the environment and reducing our emissions, we’re building a better future for Australia.

Santos has been proudly supporting Australian communities since 1954.

santos.com

Santos. 
Proudly supporting 
Australian communities.


